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Walter the Water Molecule
Takes a Journey

By Peter Wray
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Meet Walter! He is a cheerful
little water molecule with a
round oxygen middle and
two hydrogen ears. Walter is
very small, but he has a very
big heart. He lives in a world
of adventure and dreams of
seeing every corner of our
beautiful planet.
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Walter is rarely alone. Most
of the time, he is holding
hands with his best friend,
Rio, and millions of other
water molecules. Together,
they stick tight to create the
rushing rivers, the calm lakes,
and the deep, mysterious
oceans that cover the Earth.
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One morning, Walter finds
himself in the warm Gulf of
Mexico. The water is bright
turquoise and full of life. He
catches a ride on the Loop
Current, swirling and
spinning around like he’s on a
giant, watery merry-go-
round. "Wheee!" Walter
shouts as he travels through
the waves.
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As the midday sun shines
down, Walter starts to feel
very warm and tingly.
Suddenly, he feels lighter
than air! The heat turns him
into invisible vapor. "Look at
me!" he giggles. He lets go of
his friends and begins to float
higher and higher into the
big, blue sky.
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High up in the air, Walter
meets a tiny, fuzzy grain of
dust named Mote. "I'm an
aerosol," Mote explains with
a friendly wink. "If we stick
together, we can make
something amazing!" Walter
hugs Mote tight, and soon
they are joined by others to
form a fluffy white cloud.
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The wind begins to whistle,
pushing the cloud across the
sky. Walter looks down and
sees the city of New Orleans
far below. They glide over
green forests and rolling hills,
traveling all the way toward
the tall, jagged mountains of
West Virginia.
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Brrr! The air near the
mountains is very cold.
Walter starts to feel stiff and
sparkly. Before he knows it,
he grows six beautiful, pointy
arms. He has turned into a
unique snowflake! He begins
to dance and tumble through
the chilly air toward the
ground.
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When the spring sun arrives,
Walter melts back into a
liquid and splashes into the
Monongahela River. He finds
Rio again, and they race
together past the tall
buildings of Pittsburgh. The
water is cold and gray, but the
journey is fast and exciting.
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Suddenly, Walter is sucked
into a dark, smooth pipe! He
travels through a big
treatment plant where he gets
scrubbed clean. Then, pop!
He comes out of a kitchen
sink. A little girl uses him to
wash her hands before he
swirls down the drain and
back into the pipes.
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Walter flows out of the pipes
and into a sunny garden
where a thirsty oak tree is
waiting. The tree's roots
drink him up! Walter travels
through the trunk like he’s on
an elevator, climbing all the
way to a high leaf. He rests
there until the sun pulls him
back into the sky.
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The storm carries Walter out
into the vast Atlantic Ocean.
He meets Rio once more, and
they float under a golden
sunset. Walter knows his
journey never truly ends.
Whether he is ice, vapor, or a
raindrop, he will keep
moving in the Earth's great
water cycle forever.
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