
December 12, 2025

The Honorable John Thune 
Majority Leader 
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Chuck Schumer 
 Minority Leader  
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

 
The Honorable Susan Collins
Chair 
Committee on Appropriations
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

 
The Honorable Patty Murray
Vice Chair
Committee on Appropriations
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Majority Leader Thune, Minority Leader Schumer, Chair Collins, and Vice Chair Murray:

We write today to urge you to reject the proposed elimination of $250 million in existing funding
for lead service line replacement in section 453(a)(1) of the Senate Interior appropriations bill for
fiscal year 2026. Lead contamination in drinking water remains a critical public health issue and 
continued federal funding through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) is crucial to help 
states and local utilities identify, inventory, and replace lead service lines. 

Lead is a potent neurotoxin that can cause irreversible harm to the human body, particularly for 
infants and young children. Public health experts and scientists from the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention1 and the American Academy of Pediatrics agree that there is no safe level
of lead exposure.2 Even low levels of lead in the bloodstream can result in cardiovascular 
disease, immune system dysfunction, toxicity, neurological damage in children, and long-term 
developmental impacts.3 

The BIL made a significant commitment to address the over nine million lead service lines that 
contribute up to 75% of lead in our nation’s drinking water systems.4 The $250 million proposed 
cut is a part of that dedicated funding and is essential for helping communities protect public 
health and comply with federal regulations.  

Data from the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) seventh Drinking Water Infrastructure 
Needs Survey Assessment highlights the severity of the funding gap. In this survey, EPA 
estimates that the 20-year national drinking water infrastructure need for the United States is 
1 Lead Testing,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, https://www.cdc.gov/lead-prevention/testing/. 
2 “Lead Exposure in Children,” American Academy of Pediatrics, https://www.aap.org/en/patient-care/lead-
exposure/lead-exposure-in-children/?
srsltid=AfmBOoq5WUsGPO5Ph1ChT77op8MF4ECYUG3xMmtcCLce5a8z767a3LYT.
3 “Causes and Effects of Lead in Water,” NRDC, https://www.nrdc.org/stories/causes-and-effects-lead-
water#replacement.  
4 Elena H. Humphreys, Lead Service Lines (LSLs) Replacement: Funding Developments, CRS Report R47717 
(Congressional Research Service, September 25, 2023), https://www.everycrsreport.com/files/2023-09-
25_R47717_09c1bd38594948232479316d14dd29315661bada.pdf. 
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$625 billion.5 The funding through BIL is a crucial downpayment required over the next two 
decades to address this critical need. The need for lead service line replacement is bipartisan. 
Texas, Florida, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Colorado, Illinois, New York, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee are some of the states with the highest need for lead service line replacement.6  These 
states and others urgently require this funding to protect public health and comply with 
regulations.

The EPA’s Lead and Copper Rule Improvements, finalized in 2024, required utilities across the 
country to create service line inventories and implement replacement projects.7 Removing $250 
million in expected resources undermines these efforts, delays critical public health 
interventions, and risks leaving communities vulnerable to lead exposure. 

Federal investment represents a significant and scalable opportunity to support and create good, 
union jobs, improve the health of communities, and address environmental injustice by 
prioritizing those communities that have been disproportionately impacted by toxic legacy 
substances like lead. Replacing service lines now prevents costly health, educational, and social 
consequences later and provides good, local jobs.  

We strongly urge you to maintain the $250 million in lead service line replacement funds and 
reject the provision in section 453(a)(1) of the Senate Interior appropriations bill for fiscal year 
2026. Doing so will ensure communities across the country can continue the critical work of 
protecting public health, creating good jobs, and improving drinking water infrastructure. 

Sincerely,

[[SIGNATURES]]

5 U.S. EPA, “EPA’s 7th Drinking Water Infrastructure Needs Survey and Assessment,” April 2023, 
https://www.epa.gov/dwsrf/epas-7th-drinking-water-infrastructure-needs-survey-and-assessment. 
6 Id.  
7 U.S. EPA, “Lead and Copper Rule Improvements,” EPA, last updated January 31, 2025, 
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/lead-and-copper-rule-improvements.

2

 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/lead-and-copper-rule-improvements?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.epa.gov/dwsrf/epas-7th-drinking-water-infrastructure-needs-survey-and-assessment

