
Date: June 14, 2024  
Time: 11:00 AM - 4:15 PM 

Location: Tissue Farm, 446 Latrobe Ave, Confluence, PA 15424 

AGENDA

See “Activities for the Confluence” for some suggestions of activities that you 
can enjoy and meet other water colleagues. Be sure to allow enough time to be 
back for the day’s programming!

10:00 to 11:00 AM -  Registration and light refreshments

11:00 AM to 12:00 - Welcome, Introduction and Visions  
Emceed by Water Network’s Strategic Coordinator, John Stephen. 

Welcome Jeffrey Pankey, owner of Tissue Farm. 

The Charge for the Day, Water Network President John Detisch

Keynote Address: 
Julie Fitzpatrick, Executive Director, Pennsylvania Downtown Center
Get ready for an afternoon of learning and brainstorming as Julie Fitzpatrick of the 
Pennsylvania Downtown Center delivers a keynote address about embracing natural 
assets as a generator of economic activity and setting the tone for the day ahead.
Voice of the Future: 
Jessica Bryzek, West Virginia Northern Basin AmeriCorps/VISTA 
Lets listen to our youth about their expectations for clean water, a healthy ecosystem 
and a vision for the future of outdoor recreation. 



12:00 to 1:00 PM - Lunch and Hall of Knowledge  
Enjoy a delicious lunch while exploring the Hall of Knowledge. This is an opportunity to 
view videos, network and interact with business partners, outside agencies, and others 
assisting in promoting clean water and outdoor recreation.

1:00 to 3:15 PM - Roundtable Sessions  
Roundtable Sessions will be conducted from 1:00 to 2:00 PM and repeated again from 
2:15 to 3:15.  These sessions will feature community projects and programs benefiting 
from Quality Water while identifying issues for research or actions that may lead to 
future SW PA Water Network Working Groups.  

Roundtable  #1: Communities and Recreation
Led by Molly Updegrove of Reimagine Appalachia, this session will provide a 
dynamic platform for exploring the transformative power of clean water and 
outdoor recreation in community development. Attendees will have the 
opportunity to engage with presentations from J. Michael Edwards, the Executive 
Director of Connellsville PA Redevelopment Authority, and Jeff Barnhart from 
West Milford WV. 

Roundtable #2: A Stroll to the Future 
Walking and Water Trails – Pathways to Stewardship and a Shared Appreciation 
of Caring for Our Waters." Attendees will delve into the transformative power of 
walking and water trails in revitalizing communities and fostering a deeper 
connection to our water resources. Led by esteemed panelists including Bob 
Alexander of Team River Runners, Chris Corbran and Tali MacArthur of PA 
Environmental Council, and Amanda Pitzer of Friends of the Cheat and WV Flat 
Water Commission, this session will explore the multifaceted benefits of these 
trails and examine strategies for promoting their development and use. 

Roundtable #3: Future of Outdoor Recreation
“The youth of today will be the stewards of the future.” Kylie McCutcheon, Keep 
Pennsylvania Beautiful, Sophia Zalar, Emily Borcz, PA Outdoor Corps and 
Jessica Bryzek, AmeriCorps VISTA, will lead this interactive workshop about 
empowering the next generation of conservation leaders.  Come with your 
questions and ideas and leave inspired to implement new ideas in your 
organization and community.

Roundtable #4: Mapping the Water Assets and Data



Embark on a journey to discover the cutting-edge advancements in GIS mapping 
projects with Rachel Spirnak of the West Virginia Water Research Institute. In this 
enlightening session, attendees will delve into the intricate world of Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS) and explore how it revolutionized our understanding 
of water resource management.  CivicMapper will share tools used in GIS 
mapping projects and StoryMaps and how they can raise awareness of water 
access and quality.  The initial recommendations for mapping from SW PA Water 
Network’s existing Data Collaboration Working Group will be discussed leading to 
an exchange of insights into how data-driven approaches are reshaping the 
landscape of water resource management from watershed delineation to flood 
risk assessment.

3:30 to 4:00 – Roundtable Reports  
Each Work Group will reconvene to share key insights and actionable strategies derived 
from their discussions.

4:00 to 4:30 - Closing Comments  
As we conclude our Spring Confluence, we'll reflect on the day's discussions and look 
ahead to the collective actions we can take to safeguard our water resources for 
generations to come.

FOR THOSE WHO WILL ATTEND VIRTUALLY: 
SW PA Water Network is inviting you to join the Confluence via Zoom Meeting 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83232385713?pwd=ucd0h5tr1bjOQDH4HWgz0GZG3ZFYgF.1 
  
Meeting ID: 832 3238 5713 
Passcode: 735965

The roundtables will be shared via breakout rooms set-up through this same invitation that will 
remain active for the whole Confluence event.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83232385713?pwd=ucd0h5tr1bjOQDH4HWgz0GZG3ZFYgF.1

